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what is and what is to be is only the necessary unfolding of
this principle. He said to Matter, "I endow thee with
power." Immediately the elements subject to the laws of
motion, but wandering and confused in the deserts of space,
formed a thousand monstrous assemblages, and produced a
thousand different chaoses, till they at last placed themselves
in that equilibrium and natural order in which the Universe
is now supposed to be arranged. He seems to have said to
man, " I endow thee with sensation, the blind instrument of
my will, that, being incapable of penetrating into the depth
of my views, thou mayst accomplish all my designs. I place
thee under the guardianship of pleasure and pain: both shall
watch over thy thoughts and thy actions: they shall produce
thy passions, excite thy friendship, thy tenderness, thine
aversion, thy rage: they shall kindle thy desires, thy feais,
thy hopes : they shall take off the veil of truth : they shall
plunge thee into error, and, after having made thee con-
ceive a thousand absurd and different systems of morality
and government, shall some day discover to thee the simple
principles on the unfolding of which depends the order and
happiness of the moral woildV" He then proceeds to
show how, 'man being by nature sensible of no other
pleasures than those of the senses, these pleasures are
consequently the only object of his desires and passions,
viz. avarice, ambition, pride, and friendship*.' It is a
mistake to attribute to the ambitious man any real care * for
the respect and homage of mankind. He does indeed
desire it; but why? It is not the respectful gesture that
pleases: if that were of itself agreeable, there is no rich
man who would not procure himself such happiness without
going out of his house to seek for greatness. To please
himself, he would hire twelve porters, clothe them in mag-
nificent habits, adorn them with all the ribbons in Europe,
and make them wait every morning in his antechamber, to
come daily to pay his vanity a tribute of adulation and
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